NEPAL
lance were laid aside, and in their place were taken up the
shovel and the plough. Cereals and vegetables were sown, and
in the fulness of time the crops were garnered; with renewed
supplies the army continued its march until the goal was
reached.
"So well did the celestial general carry out his orders that
he advanced to within a few miles of Khatmandu and forced
Nepal to submit to his terms.
"In 1854 the Gurkhas again came up against the Tibetans and
after a war lasting two years, fought under extraordinary
conditions of intense cold and hardship, for operations were
carried on at altitudes of fourteen and fifteen thousand feet, the
Gurkhas triumphed.
"China this time left the Tibetans to fend for themselves,
being pre-occupied with internal troubles at home and the
menace of flood and famine which have ever been a nightmare
to the Chinese. The Gurkhas' terms, imposed and accepted, were
the secession of certain territory and the annual payment of
10,000 rupees. We were told a story relative to the question of
supplies in this campaign. The Gurkhas being orthodox Hindus
cotdd not use oxen as food, since the cow is sacred, but their
ruler was a man of resource. Yaks, the oxen of high altitudes,
could certainly not be so treated as long as it remained an ox,
so the raj guru, or chief priest, officially declared it to be a
deer, so that its eating could be legalised, and the food problem
was thereby minimised.
"But on the other hand it looked like a cow and doubtless
there was a certain tradition in favour of regarding it as such,
and consequently a sacred animal. But in die end, as we have
seen, it was ruled that it was not a cow but a deer, and perhaps
for a consideration should ever the necessity again arise, it
might be ruled that although not a cow, it is as it were a
cow.
"The government of this mountain kingdom of nearly six
million people is military; indeed, the Gurktas are one of the
most martial peoples in the world, their major occupation is
159